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One of the most rewarding aspects of being a teacher is that one gets to carefully track the
progress of young minds. It has been such a pleasure to see our pupils grow and develop this
term. Many schools have the vision of “developing their children holistically”. Seeing our
pupils, parents and staff (“old” and “new”) commit to, not only meeting the demands of a
rigorous academic programme, but also to the “soft skills”, (such as ethical behaviour and
always telling the truth) serves as evidence that we truly are developing our pupils
holistically.
In order to further support our mission statement, we are offering a short course for parents
on “Raising a Child with a strong Character”. I would like to encourage all our parents to
attend. It speaks to the heart of the St James parent and teacher in particular, and is unique
in that it further explains our Guiding Principles and Values.
Constant communication between parents / guardians and teachers is crucial. Please may I
ask for parents to be vigilant in signing homework / PTC books – your child actually gets into
trouble if their books are not signed. Handing you the actual books forms part of their
“homework”, as it teaches them the skills of being responsible and organised. Please may I
also ask that you update your details / emergency contact numbers on a regular basis should
we need to phone you in the case of an emergency. We have found that we could not get hold
of some parents / guardians at times (such as when we had close the school due to water
problems).
Good schools continually seek to maintain their quality. It is for that reason that we chose to
embark on IQAA. IQAA, an independent body, has developed a model of internal selfevaluation by schools, guided and assisted by external mentors, that has been used in over
700 Independent Schools. We are well on our way with this process, and will keep you
informed. All stakeholders are involved, and opinion surveys (pupils, staff and parents /
guardians) will be completed during the week of 18 – 23 April 2017.
We have once again been approached by Embury College to mentor some student teachers.
This is a great honour bestowed upon us as it allows St James School for Girls and Boys to
provide the platform for our future teachers. There are many teachers out there, but few
“excellent” teachers. We like to believe that spending time with our competent staff and
exceptional pupils will contribute to guide young teachers to become ethical leaders.
Well done to all our pupils and staff on a term well spent. Enjoy spending time with family
and friends over the holiday!
Ms Ebersohn
Deputy Headmistress
View our web-site
www.stjamesdurban.com
and
St James School KZN LinkedIn

From the desk of our new Grade 1

I feel happy at St. James. I love
when our teachers smile at me.
-Onyemaechi
I love homework because it gets us
ready for high school.
-Rodas
I want to go to all the grades because I
want to learn about everything.
-Tawen
I like to share and play with my
friends I can’t wait to be big like my
Dad.
-Fanele
In the morning its fun to come to school
because there is always something
different to do.
-Keyur
I like learning so I can be clever in Grade 8
-Tahir
My teachers make me happy because
they tell me nice new things.
-Inga

General News: Term One
On Fri 10 March St James joined many other schools across the
country in celebrating Talk Sign Day. We had 83 children who
bought stickers at R10 each, so St James was able to donate R830 to
Talk Sign South Africa, which will be used to further deaf awareness,
as well as enabling job training for deaf people. I am sure you will all
agree it is a very worthwhile cause indeed.
We briefly looked at some sign language during assembly and the
teachers continued with this during Life Orientation classes. It was
particularly important for our Grade 7 pupils to take note as the hotel
that they stayed at during their Cape Town Tour employs deaf
people. It was lovely that they could sign “hello, please and thank
you”. Thank you to those parents that supported this.
Mrs Welthagen

Grade 2 : English Lesson “Tea Party”
Our Grade 2 class got to bring their Creative Writing lesson to life. After drawing
up their own invitations and writing instructions on how to make tea, their
practical skills were put to the test. The children were so excited to make their
own cup of tea and to take turns spreading jam on their toast! It was rewarding to
see their hard work and planning come together. They all had fun whilst sharing,
taking turns and working together as a group. “Service” is one of the values we
hold dear at St James. Ms. Coventry and the Grade 2 class had a wonderful time.
As you know, children remember and learn so much quicker by doing rather than
just writing "school work" in their books. So next time you are feeling exhausted
Grade 2 Moms and Dads, get your son or daughter to make you a refreshing cup of
tea!
Ms Coventry Grade 2 Teacher

From the desk of the Intermediate and Senior Phase
Head

Many of the Grade 7 pupils approached their final year with a positive
attitude. They have set their academic goals, and are taking
responsibility for their own progress. It was pleasing to note how the
Grade 7 class honed their leadership skills. Our Cape Town
Educational Tour was a huge success and it was a memorable
experience for all. The pupils had an amazing trip.
Some pupils achieved well academically, whereas others might not
have worked to their full potential. Where your children have
performed well, and have received praise for their efforts; celebrate
this with them. Comments, however, which indicate a poor work ethic,
work/ homework not being completed or disruptive behavior are cause
for concern and should be addressed. Please take this time to reflect
on both the positive and negative aspects and use this as an
opportunity to move forward in challenging areas.

Wishing you and your family a safe holiday. I am looking
forward to a productive Term 2!
Regards and Best Wishes
Ms. Naicker

Foundation Phase Teacher Messages
Grade 1 : Mrs Horner
We have had a wonderful start to our Grade 1 year. The Grade 1’s are
enthusiastic and eager to learn. They have settled well into school
and are excited to gain a sense of independence. Our Grade 1 class
has come a long way in three short months and I can’t wait to see all
that we will accomplish in Term 2.
Have a lovely holiday !
Grade 2 : Miss Conventry
It's been genuinely wonderful getting to know this year's Grade 2 class. They've
had a busy term learning and having fun along the way. What a highlight it was
to see the children participate so festively at the Tea Party. With regard to our
class charity, I was incredibly proud to see the children fully engage with the
UKZN Valley Dogs Representative and give so charitably to the organisation.
I can't wait to see what special moments the rest of 2017 blesses us with.

Grade 3 : Miss Mego
It seems as if it was just last week that school started, and now we've already
reached the end of Term 1. It has been a great term. The Grade 3's have all
adjusted well to the new grade and new ways of working. We've had lots of new
children join the class, but now it seems like they've been here forever. It is most
rewarding to see the enthusiasm and love for school displayed by our pupils. Our
Life skills project on "Myself” created an opportunity to find out about their classmates, and the beautiful posters made continue to draw attention from everyone
who passes the Grade 3 class. In Mathematics we explored a number of different
ways to carry out the basic operations, and quite a few pupils have declared that
Mathematics is now their favourite subject. In English the children particularly
enjoyed a variety of writing activities, including creating a “mini-book”. They also
found it very interesting to find out about the origins and meanings of certain
sayings .There is a genuine enjoyment of the weekly sport and swimming lessons
and it is wonderful to see how they are making progress in this area.

Intermediate Phase Teacher messages
Grade 4 : Miss Botes
Our Grade 4 pupils have adjusted well and are enjoying being
“upstairs”. They have embraced the learning of new subjects
enthusiastically and I encourage them to continue to work hard
at achieving their goals. The children are excited to the some
gardening next term and have already started to develop their
“GREEN FINGERS” with growing potatoes and planting fruit,
vegetable seeds. I am confident that the remainder of 2017 is
going to be great!
Grade 5 : Mrs Perry
The Grade 5’s are a lively bunch of children. They have worked hard
this term and have adjusted well to a more demanding academic
programme in Grade 5. Our pupils have enjoyed learning about the
early inhabitants of our country and are looking forward to their
“Ancient Egypt Day” in Term 2. Keep on working hard!

Grade 6 : Ms Moodley
Our Grade 6 class has laid a firm foundation upon which to build the
remainder of 2017! Much diligence, dedication and determination
was required as they found their way from Grade 5 to Grade 6, a
transition that most pupils found challenging. With the support of
their parents they have adapted to the increasing demands of Grade
6, overcoming many challenges in an enthusiastic manner. In time
they will surely appreciate their academic and spiritual growth. We
welcomed new pupils who have settled in beautifully. I woud like to
express my appreciation to all parents who are working side by side
with me to facilitate the holistic development of our children.
May God bless you all for a safe and happy holiday season.
Ms Moodley

Teacher messages from our student
teachers
Student Teachers (Third Year, Embury College)
Grade 1 : Miss McKenzie
I have really enjoyed my first term at St James school. I have learnt so
much in such a short space of time. St James has a very warm and
friendly atmosphere where learning takes place in various forms. My
favourite lessons outside the classroom are Swimming and Music,
because you get to see a different side of each child.

Grade 2 : Miss Peters
I have assisted the swimming coach during a swimming lesson, and I
enjoyed encouraging the Grade2’s to confidently put their heads
under the water. Teaching a lesson on recognising and using South
African coins is among many of my highlights at St James. The ethos,
respect and cheer of St James School is admirable. I have come to
know each and every Grade 2 pupil this term. They are energetic and
enthusiastic with a lovely sense of humour. One cannot help but
love their individual traits which makes this class unique!

Teacher messages from our student
teachers
Grade 3 : Miss Kharwa
St James School is a small family that is warm and welcoming.
Everyone is treated with respect; the pupils are well-mannered and
are taught to behave in a manner that encourages teaching and
learning. This is displayed in their behaviour. Being a small school
does not undermine the quality of education. Drama, Art as well as
Swimming are some of the activities offered. All my experiences
have been positive over the course of the term.

Grade 6 : Miss Noble
My experience at St James School has not only taught me to be a
a responsible teacher, but also to be connected with myself on a
spiritual level. It has been a great honour to be part of the staff
thus far, and I absolutely love the Grade 6 class! I have found
some aspects of my first year of practical teaching challenging,
but I have grown in confidence and am looking forward to
continued growth next term.
Thank you St James for taking the responsibility to mould me
into the future teacher I ought to be.

End of term Commendation Badges
Grade 1 : Tawen Denhere
“For always listening and showing respect.”
Grade 2 : Daitin Govender
“For always listening, participating and delivery of beautiful work.”
Grade 3 : Caelin Reddy
“For a positive attitude and willingness to work.”
Grade 4 : Ismaeel Khan
“For having a thirst for knowledge. Always asking valid questions and
engaging in lessons.”
Grade 5 : Thando Gwala
“For consistent positve attitude and hard work.”
Grade 6 : Tiara Sukdev
“All round excellent progress noted, as a result of being more focussed
and determined to achieve her full potential.” Well Done!
Grade 7 : Shaylin Govender
“Shaylin has been awarded for his perseverance and determination in
both his homework classwork, assignments and tests.
Shaylin has maintained a very good standard of work. He works to his
full potential and gives off his best at all times. I have seen a
tremendous improvement in Shaylin. I am very proud of his
achievements thus far.” Well done Shaylin and keep on striving.

